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The issue of full inclusion is sometimes portrayed as one of equity—a belief 
that individuals with disabilities have a right to participate in normalized educa-
tional experiences and should not be excluded from this opportunity simply on the 
basis of their impairment(s). Some proponents (Peterson & Hittie, 2010; Sailor & 
Rogers, 2005) argue that students with learning disabilities deserve to be educated in 
the general education setting while others view full inclusion as a moral imperative 
(Specht, 2013).

As we saw earlier in this chapter, the regular classroom is currently the most 
popular placement for serving students with learning disabilities. Promoters of full 
inclusion believe that full-time placement in the general education classroom will 
result in enhanced academic performance, greater acceptance by typical peers, and 
better coordination between regular and special educators. However, those who advo-
cate maintaining a continuum of service delivery options point out that pupils with 
learning disabilities are often poorly served in general education settings (McLeskey, 
Hoppey, Williamson, & Rentz, 2004; McLeskey & Waldron, 2011; Zigmond, 2003). 
The research evidence also fails to support the efficacy of full inclusion for all students 
with learning disabilities (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2009; Zigmond & Kloo, 2011). Concerns 
about a lack of individualization of instruction (Zigmond & Baker, 1996) and appre-
hension about the appropriateness of exclusive exposure to the general education 
curriculum (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2009; Martin, 2002) are among the reasons that some 
special educators do not fully embrace full inclusion. Many national and international 
professional organizations and groups concerned with learning disabilities (for example,  
the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities, the Learning Disabilities 
Association of Canada) have adopted policy statements in opposition to full inclusion. 
The accompanying Insights feature presents one such position paper.

Insights
LEARNING DISABILITIES ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Position Paper on Full Inclusion of All Students with Learning 
Disabilities in the Regular Education Classroom  
January 1993, Updated June 2012

The Learning Disabilities Association of America does 
not support full inclusion or any policies that mandate the 
same placement, instruction, or treatment for ALL students 
with learning disabilities. Many students with learning 
disabilities benefit from being served in the regular education 
classroom. However, the regular education classroom is not 
the appropriate placement for a number of students with 
learning disabilities who may need alternative instructional 
environments, teaching strategies, and/or materials that 

cannot or will not be provided within the context of a regular 
class placement.

LDA believes that decisions regarding educational placement 
of students with disabilities must be based on the needs of each 
individual student rather than administrative convenience or 
budgetary considerations and must be the result of a cooperative 
effort involving educators, parents, and the student when 
appropriate.

LDA believes that the placement of ALL children with 
disabilities in the regular education classroom is as great a 
violation of IDEA as the placement of ALL children in separate 
classrooms on the basis of their type of disability.

SOURCE: Adapted from the Learning Disabilities Association of America. (1993/2012). Retrieved August 9, 2015, from http://www.ldaamerica.org/advocacy/lda-position-
papers/full-inclusion-of-all-students-with-learning-disabilities-in-the-regular-education-classroom/


